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February 26, 2024

To:		Culver City Council 
From:		Jered Reid 
Regarding:	Land Use and Development 

The City’s land use and development is guided by state law, the City Council, Planning Commission and the community’s goals for Culver.  In a nutshell, private landowners come to the City with development plans and go through a process to ensure the plans meet land use code.  Public involvement is required in all phases of the land use process as outlined in Goal 1 of Oregon’s statewide land use system.  The public must be provided opportunities through notifications, public meetings, and public hearings to learn about proposed development and provide input.  This can result in modifications to the proposal before the Planning Commission and ultimately City Council considers a final decision on a development proposal.

Oregon’s Land Use Program 
In Oregon, land use planning refers to the intentional and regulated set of statewide laws, policies, and procedures that govern the management and development of non-federal and non-tribal lands.  Counties, regions, and cities may (and usually do) have additional local land use planning systems including a Comprehensive Plan and Land Use and Development Codes that must align with the statewide system.  The Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) is the agency within the State of Oregon which administers the Oregon land use planning program.    

With the passage of SB 100 in 1973, Oregon became the first state in the nation to implement such an extensive and unique system designed to improve coordination on critical State-wide issues including farmland reservation, transportation, and urbanization.  

Comprehensive Plan 
Every Oregon city is required to have a comprehensive plan, which can be seen as the “land use constitution.”  These plans are created and updated through a public involvement process in accordance with the 19 statewide land use planning goals and approved by the state.  Comprehensive plans set standards on how certain types of land are planned and zoned and they determine development patterns for decades at a time.  The City of Culver’ Comprehensive Plan was adopted in 1977 and last amended in 2008.   

City’s Land Use and Development Code 
If the Comprehensive Plan is the “land use constitution,” then the Land Use Code contains the laws governing land use and development on a daily basis.  It contains numerous sections related to a variety of projects and uses allowed in particular zones, setbacks and height restrictions, parking and landscaping requirements, and similar development regulations.  The City’s land use code is amended on a regular basis to be both proactive with development patterns and community concerns, as well as reactive to new State and regional laws.  It is available on the City’s website within the Municipal Code per Titles 15, 16, and 17.  
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